FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Uptown Association Names Stefani Pennaz as
Executive Director to Drive Bold New Era for Uptown

Minneapolis, MN — March 26, 2026 — The Uptown Association Board of Directors, led by Board
President Andrea Corbin, today announced the appointment of Stefani Pennaz as Executive
Director—marking a decisive step forward in accelerating Uptown’s revitalization, economic growth,
and long-term vision.

A seasoned executive with more than two decades of experience across nonprofit leadership, media,
business development, and community engagement, Pennaz has a proven track record of delivering
results, building high-impact partnerships, and leading organizations through transformation.

“Stefani is exactly the leader Uptown needs right now,” said Andrea Corbin, Board President of the
Uptown Association. “She brings urgency, strategic vision, and a deep ability to unite stakeholders. Her
leadership will be instrumental in reigniting momentum, strengthening our business community, and
positioning Uptown as one of the most dynamic districts in the region.”

Pennaz most recently served as Major Gifts Director, where she led significant fundraising initiatives,
cultivated high-level donor relationships, and advanced key growth strategies.

In her new role, Pennaz will oversee all aspects of the Uptown Association’s operations, including
business engagement, strategic partnerships, marketing and communications, and signature events
such as the Uptown Art Fair. She will serve as the organization’s chief advocate—working closely with
businesses, residents, city leaders, and community partners to elevate Uptown’s visibility, energy, and
economic strength.

“This is a defining moment for Uptown,” said Pennaz. “We have an incredible foundation, a resilient
business community, and a real opportunity to build something bold and lasting. I'm ready to get to
work—bringing people together, amplifying what makes Uptown unique, and driving meaningful, visible
progress.”

The Uptown Association is focused on delivering high-impact programs, strengthening member
engagement, and creating experiences that attract residents, visitors, and investment to the district.
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About the Uptown Association:

The Uptown Association is a 501(c)(6) nonprofit business trade organization dedicated to supporting,
promoting, and enhancing the Uptown district of Minneapolis. Through advocacy, events, marketing,

and community partnerships, the Association works to ensure Uptown remains a dynamic destination
for businesses, residents, and visitors alike.



